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Step by Step
Shannon Mattern
Repair manuals structure our relationships with technology. They help us understand ourselves and our material things, establishing what can and should be fixed. What if we extend some basic principles — that repair should be social, embodied, intuitive, accessible — to the scale of civic systems and spaces?

The best repair manuals present a vision of repair that is social, embodied, intuitive, and accessible. What if we extend these principles beyond material objects, to the scale of civic systems and spaces?
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Text and Photographs by J. Matt
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Photographs by Shaun O'Boyle. Text by William L. Fox.
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The Oregon | Places Prize


In collaboration with the College of Design at University of Oregon, the Oregon | Places Prize supports public scholarship about power and place, and the relationship of the design disciplines to larger structures of equity and justice.
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Places News 

	Places Editors
Gabrielle Bruney Chosen for “Writing the City” 2024
Gabrielle Bruney is the third recipient of the award for ambitious urban journalism, a collaboration between Places and Columbia Journalism School.


	Places Editors
Places Awarded Capacity-Building Grant from Arcadia
Our masthead will be expanding thanks to a generous grant from Arcadia, which will support new editorial staff at Places.


	Places Editors
“Fountain Society” Named One of the Best Essays of 2023
Shannon Mattern’s latest essay for Places was recommended by New York Times columnist David Brooks in his annual roundup of the best essays of the year.


	Places Editors
Sonja Dümpelmann Receives ASLA Bradford Williams Medal
Landscape historian Sonja Dümpelmann has been awarded the 2023 Bradford Williams Medal for her Places essay “Let All Be Educated Alike Up to a Certain Point.”
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